
The Over-the-Top Christmas
Crowd Puzzle

A cold wind coils along the abandoned path to the Emerald City —
the kind that bends trees toward secrets and carries the echo of old spells.

You find a page torn from a grimoire. At the top, written in a calm, precise hand:
“Magic is measured. even in Oz, power obeys pattern.”

Below it, the note continues — part memory, part instruction

1. The Formation That Fractured
“Once, nine creatures drew a sleigh across the winter sky. When one slipped out of
formation — not vanished, merely wandering — the spell measured only those who
stayed in line.” Record that number.

2. The Travelers Beneath a Star
“Along the desert’s edge, three figures followed a single point of light. A
convergence of paths, a multiplication of consequence.” Multiply your first
number by their count.

3. The Rings That Outlasted Their Song
“Long before Oz, a human carol praised five circles of gold. Their symbolism has
endured longer than the singers.” Add those five.

4. The Birds Who Call No One
“Four birds were once named for calling — yet not one uttered a summons, nor
answered to any.” Subtract the impostors.

5. The Ghost in the Chain
“Of all the spirits who confronted the miser at the cusp of dawn, one approached
bound in iron. Yet he was no less a spirit for it.” Add the total number of spirits who
appeared that night, including the one in chains.

6. The Names That End the Same
“Among the nine who pull the winter carriage, a pattern emerges only when spoken
aloud. Some of their names fall to the same final sound — as though answering an
echo in the frozen air. Isolate those whose endings rhyme, and add their count to
your sum.”

7. who Arrived
“On the longest night, Emissaries were summoned to witness the solstice spell.
Eight were called. Four set out immediately. Two departed too late. One never left
the Tower. And one sent a reply instead of a presence. Only the emissaries who
never arrived factor into this measure. Count them.”

When the final number settles into your mind, turn over the card with that value.
No enchantment unlocks without precision.




